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Discover the remarkable life of Jackson Pollock...Free BONUS Inside!Jackson Pollock was

without a doubt one of the twentieth century’s most controversial painters. He started out

painting abstracts in the style of Pablo Picasso but soon branched out, establishing the “drip”

method, which entails dripping or flinging paint directly onto the canvas. For this, he was both

praised and demonized; still, he persisted on his own chosen path.While art was his life,

alcohol ruled it. At age 44, Pollock died while driving under the influence down a winding road.

It was only after his death that Jackson Pollock gained mainstream notoriety and became one

of America’s most celebrated painters. This was certainly made clear in 2015 when one of his

pieces, known as Number 17A, sold for $200 million, making it the fifth most expensive

painting ever sold.Discover a plethora of topics such asBorn on the PrairieInside the

Psychiatric InstituteWorking for Peggy GuggenheimFirst Major BreakthroughStruggling to

SurviveLate Life and DeathAnd much more!So if you want a concise and informative book on

Jackson Pollock, simply scroll up and click the "Buy now" button for instant access!
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rights reserved.Table of ContentsIntroductionBorn on the PrairieTime at the Art Students

LeagueThe Start of a Drinking ProblemInside the Psychiatric InstituteFinding His StyleWorking

for Peggy GuggenheimFirst Major BreakthroughStruggling to SurviveCommercial SuccessLate

Life and DeathConclusionBibliographyYour Free eBooks!IntroductionPaul Jackson Pollock, one

of the twentieth century’s most controversial painters, was born on January 28, 1912, in Cody,

Wyoming. He grew up poor, with his family wandering from town to town looking for work.

When his older brother began painting, Pollock insisted he wanted to do the same, although art

had never interested him before. He went on to study art in high school, and when his brother

moved to New York City to study at the Art Students League, an 18-year-old Pollock followed

him there.Like every art student at the time, Jackson Pollock idolized Picasso and his cubism,

but he still wanted his art to be unique. As he struggled to find his own expression, he became

despondent and developed a serious drinking problem. Depression and anxiety haunted him

throughout his life, and he spent several months institutionalized. His artwork appeared as a

visual progression of his mental deterioration—a deterioration that would eventually lead to his

premature death at age 44.It was only after his death that Jackson Pollock gained mainstream

notoriety and success and became one of America’s most celebrated painters. This was

certainly made clear in 2015 when one of his pieces, known as Number 17A, sold for $200

million, making it the fifth most expensive painting ever sold.Chapter OneBorn on the

Prairie“As to what I would like to be, it is difficult to say. An artist of some kind. If nothing else I

shall always study the Arts.”—Jackson PollockIt isn’t easy to imagine one of America’s most

prolific painters being born in the obscure, tiny prairie town of Cody, Wyoming, but that was

how Jackson Pollock came into the world on January 28, 1912. Fame and fortune didn’t appear

to be his fate.Living in a poor farming community in Tingley, Iowa, his grandfather, Alexander

McCoy, was widowed when Jackson’s father, LeRoy, was merely three years old. Unable to

care for his son, Alexander gave the boy away to a neighboring farm couple, the Pollocks. The

Pollocks were also strapped for cash and hired LeRoy out to do farm work as soon as he was

able, leaving him little time for schooling. To the Pollocks, LeRoy was nothing more than free

labor and a source of income.Jackson’s mother, Stella McClure, was also from Tingley. Her

family was poor, like everybody else, but respectable. She raised her six younger siblings

before leaving Tingley at the age of 26. She did this not in search of adventure—Stella had

found herself unmarried and pregnant with LeRoy Pollock’s child, a totally unacceptable

situation in the New West.In an effort to escape local gossip, she had the baby, named

Charles, in Denver. From there, she traveled to Alliance, Nebraska, to meet the child’s father.

Stella and LeRoy were then promptly married on January 13, 1903. In newspapers announcing

the marriage, there was no mention of a child. Stella would never reveal to anyone, including

her children, the reason behind her marriage; she would take that secret to her grave.Rather

than going back to Tingley, LeRoy, Stella, and baby Charles traveled by train to Cody,

Wyoming. The town of 100 residents, named after Buffalo Bill Cody, promised opportunity and

free land to anyone who built a house. Unfortunately, LeRoy didn’t have the funds to buy

lumber or other necessities, so he failed to qualify for free land. Cody, a western boomtown to

many, was a bust for the Pollocks.LeRoy eventually found work washing dishes at the Irma

Hotel, which was owned by Buffalo Bill himself. After that, he hauled boulders by horse and

wagon. It was backbreaking work, and after six years, he was physically unable to continue.

The family now had two more sons (Jay and Frank) to raise, and LeRoy was desperate to find



a new source of income. Fortunately, he was offered a position as manager of a sheep ranch,

which came with a two-room house. There, the last of the Pollock boys would be born. First

came Sande in 1909. Three years later, in 1912, the youngest of the five sons was born. He

was christened Paul Jackson Pollock but would be called Jack or Jackson.Shortly after the

birth of his last child, LeRoy contracted scarlet fever and was advised to move to a warmer

climate. His train departure was announced in the local paper in October of 1912, and one

month later, in November, the paper reported, “Mrs. L. R. Pollock and five sons expected to

leave in about two weeks for San Diego, California, where they will make their new home. Mr.

Pollock went out to San Diego a month ago, where he is now at work at his trade.” The boys

and their mother left on Thanksgiving Day in 1912. Jackson would never return to Cody,

Wyoming.The family had high hopes to profit from Southern California’s abundant fruit

business, but that was not to be. A month following their arrival, San Diego and surrounding

areas were hit by a rare blizzard that destroyed all the orange groves. As a result, the Pollock

family packed up and moved to Phoenix, Arizona. Again, LeRoy went ahead before his family.

He immediately fell in love with the city; here, land was cheap, and bank loans were easy to

secure. In September of 1913, he put down $10 as a down payment on a 40-acre piece of land

a few miles outside Phoenix.Phoenix was good to the Pollocks. They purchased a herd of

prized cattle and sold the produce they grew at the local market. The mortgage on their three-

room house was soon paid off, and now, they were finally enjoying their first taste of prosperity.

Both parents made attempts at self-improvement. LeRoy read books and listened to classical

music. Stella, a superb seamstress, created a fashionable wardrobe for herself and the boys.

At school, Jackson and his brothers were always the best-dressed children. “You have to look

important,” Stella advised them.She was especially proud of her eldest son, Charles, who

showed a great talent for drawing. She enrolled him in art classes and overruled her husband

when LeRoy complained that these classes were interfering with Charles’ farm work. “He’s

entitled to it,” she insisted. Her youngest son, Jackson, showed no interest in art or the

drawings of his older brother at this point.Within the next five years, Phoenix was overrun by

Southern cotton farmers, who replaced small, family-owned farms such as the Pollocks’ with

large plantations manned by employees. Stella was abhorred; to her, a cotton town was no

place to raise children. LeRoy argued against moving, but Stella persisted. He had no choice

but to auction off the farm and all the animals, as Stella settled on Chico, California, with its

lavish olive trees, as their next home.Chico was a fruit-growing town, and LeRoy immediately

disliked it. Nevertheless, he bought a citrus farm and attempted to get settled in his new home.

He managed to stay there for two years. In 1920, he, Stella, and the two younger boys moved

again to Janesville, California, while the three older sons boarded with friends in Chico to finish

their schooling.In Janesville, LeRoy became the owner of the Diamond Mountain Inn. It wasn’t

ideal, but it was better than fruit farming, or so LeRoy thought. Janesville, a tiny town close to

the Nevada border, was the type of western town of cinema fame, with saloons and shoot-‘em-

up cowboys. Jackson enjoyed living there, but his father only became more discontented.

Working at the inn, which mostly entailed cleaning, cooking, and dealing with customers,

provided him with none of the satisfaction he had derived from farming. One day, he had finally

had enough and simply packed up his things and left. LeRoy had, in effect, walked out on his

family.
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new beginnings, “Good read. I'm not a fan of Pollock's work but art is both personal and subject

to individual opinion. That does not distract from this well written book. It flows smoothly, had a

great deal of information and covered the artist tragic life well. My only criticism of the book is

there were no pictures for his work. I looked them up online after I finished. I think a few

pictures that illustrate the shift in his styles would have been helpful.”

Bevan, “...a troubled life .... While I have zero appreciation for Pollock's 'art' - this is most

competent look at the life of a very troubled man.It's distressing that so many artists achieve

fame and fortune after their death.So - this one is a depressing look at distressed life, but an

uplifting glimpse of folks who tried to help him.”

Frank Donnelly, “A Completely Satisfactory Biographical Summary At No Cost. Speaking

strictly as a free product, I found this biographical summary completely satisfactory. I read the

entire summary in the course of one day during a few sittings.There is no actual art within my

Kindle copy. What I did was get on line and looked up the art described. I was glad to do this.

Reading this biography and then simultaneously looking up the art gave more context to the

art. I lack the artistic eye to have a true appreciation for most of Jackson Pollock’s work without

this assistance from the biography.There are also other persons, including other artists

named. I looked them up also, along with the work of other artists. To be honest about it I

often preferred the art of the other artists mentioned, especially Thomas Hart Benton.In

summary I liked this biography a lot. It is a quick summary at no cost. It provides a basis for



further study. I did need to look up work on line to really enjoy this product. But considering

the product is free I felt that was completely acceptable.  Thank You…”

Regina george, “A good and simple read. This book gives a quick and informative insight into

the life of Jackson Pollock. Some sparkling mistakes and grammatical errors do occur but

otherwise an enjoyable read”
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